
 

Minimum Header Structural Requirements for Manufactured Home Alterations. 
For use on sidewalls only.  Maximum of one new opening up to 11’-6” wide per sidewall. 

Edge of opening to be no closer than 4’ from end of sidewall.

12’-0 Maximum Beam Length 
 

11’-6” Clear Span 
(7’-0 for 2-2x6 Header) 

Strap opening as shown 
with 1-1/2” x 16” x 30 
gauge metal straps with 
4- 1”x1” staples each 
end.  Straps at center of 
header are not required 
for clear spans of 7’-0 or 
less.  Larger, longer or 
thicker straps may be 
substituted.  Straps may 
be located on inside or 
outside face of wall 
framing. 

Nail full height stud to 
header with 2 columns 
of three 16d nails. 
 
 
One full height 2x4  
stud & 2-2x4 jack  or 
trimmer studs each 
side of opening (one 
jack stud may be 
eliminated on openings 
of 7’0 or less).  Nail all 
studs together with 16d 
at 12” on center, 
staggered.  Homes 
with 2x6 exterior walls 
must use 2x6 studs. 

6’3” minimum. 

.

Existing ceiling board. 
 
Existing unaltered wall 
top plate.  Nail to 
header with 16d 
toenails at 12” on 
center. 

Existing roof rim joist or 
roof trusses.

Existing Floor Rim Joist 

Note: paneling at inside of unit, glue with minimum 
¼” bead and restaple @ 6” on center to new 
framing.  Refasten exterior wood sheathing or siding 
with 8d at 6” on center all members. 

4x8 DF #1 for spans up to 11’-6” 
(2-2x6 HF #2 on edge with ½” plywood 

between for spans up to 7’0 ) 
 

Bottom may be shimmed if necessary, 
maintain minimum height. 

 

Foundation support or blocking is 
required at each side of the openings 

that are 4 feet wide or wider. 
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